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All is not well in our country, according to the headlines and news

reports. Millions of Americans are profoundly unhappy with their lives.

Many are isolated, unconnected, adrift… lost. Family ties are tenuous.

Divorce, disease and debt race like plagues through our cities and 

communities. Tension, aggression and the scramble to survive are 

taking a terrible toll. 

Our problems are many, and we often feel increasingly helpless as 

our control slips and stress mounts. Economic hardship and declining

income make unwelcome guests of anxiety and apprehension in many

homes that once seemed secure. If you listen carefully, you can hear the

urgency in their voices when they describe what they want:  happiness,

contentment, peace of mind . . . Above all, they want some sense of 

control over this increasingly bewildering world. They need a purpose 

to live for and the resources to pursue their purpose.

Let’s switch pronouns from “they” to “me,” “you” and “us.”  If you and I

want more out of life and are willing to take some steps, we can have a

richer, fuller, happier existence. We have everything to gain and nothing

to lose from a life of giving—answering the call to volunteer. The need 

is out there.

When I started being involved in community organizations and 

Alpha Chi Omega in the 70’s, I thought I was doing it because I was

supposed to. I didn’t know what to expect out of it, but in time a 

light went on. I realized how fortunate and how great I have been 

treated during my life. I was healthy, eager to help and curious to 

seek involvement with a few activities in a major way. In doing so, 

I learned what is at the heart of service organizations and the value 

of membership in Alpha Chi Omega. That was when I realized how

much I was getting in return and how much good my efforts and 

time were doing. 

I invite each of you to get involved. Starting with your Alpha Chi Omega

sisters, a collegiate or alumnae chapter, a philanthropic event; match

your talents to the opportunity! You, personally, can make a difference.

Whether you give money or your time, it all helps. There are more than

800,000 nonprofit organizations in America, so finding one that you 

like isn’t a difficult task. Of course, Alpha Chi Omega is my top choice

for volunteering. 

Let’s look at some reasons people choose not to get involved. They are:

• “I don’t have any special talents.”

• “I’m shy and have trouble meeting people.”

• “I’m a person with only limited resources.”

• “There’s no particular cause that interests me.”

• “My charity begins at home.”

These reasons can be overcome, but remember to pace yourself. 

Don’t overdo it!

• Don’t overextend yourself.

• Don’t overpromise.

• Don’t try to do it all alone.

• Don’t overreact.

• Do find time to enjoy your work.

The benefits of getting involved, particularly in Alpha Chi Omega, 

are numerous:

• You will have fun and be rewarded.

• You will meet new people.

• You will meet many old friends in a new light. It opens doors for 

jobs and business relations and much more.

If you do get involved you will find there are three kinds of people:

• Those who make things happen,

• Those who watch things happen,

• Those who wonder how things happened.

Try to be the kind of volunteer who makes things happen! Share what

you have with others. As Real Strong Women we need to invest in each

other. When we give to others – when we share our time, talent and

money – we do not end up with less, but more. Alpha Chi Omega 

values her volunteers and offers gratitude to those who are taking 

our sisterhood to new heights. 

The Rewards of Involvement



All members will 
receive 4 issues

All members will 
receive 2 issues

Subscribers, Collegians 
& Life Loyal members 

will receive 4 issues

All members will 
receive 2 issues

Subscribers, Collegians
& Life Loyal members 

will receive 4 issues

All members will 
receive 1 issue

Subscribers, Collegians 
& Life Loyal members 

will receive 4 issues

To better provide for collegians and grow with

alumnae interests, The Lyre is transforming

from a free printed publication to a printed

publication that will be sent to all collegians,

Life Loyal Alpha Chi Omegas and members

who purchase a subscription.

Why are we being asked to pay for the 
magazine? Weren’t we promised a lifetime 
subscription when we were initiated?

More than 50 years ago, your National

Council made a commitment in good faith;

they promised a lifetime subscription to the

magazine. They likely never imagined how

Alpha Chi Omega would grow and how 

that decision would impact the organization

financially. Through the years, the magazine

has continued to be funded by current year

financial resources. With more than 200,000

initiated members, 120,000 with current

addresses, the costs associated with the 

magazine are now in excess of $300,000 — 

the equivalent of dues for 12,000 collegiate

members. Past leaders had no way of 

knowing that their commitment would 

mean restricting a big part of the Fraternity

operating budget.

Is Life Loyal Alpha Chi Omega the only 
way to receive the magazine?

If you do not wish to join the Life Loyal 

Alpha Chi Omega program, you can still

receive The Lyre by subscription or by 

viewing a free version of the magazine 

on our web site. Subscription fees have 

yet to be determined.

For more information and to check updates 
associated with this process, please visit 
www.alphachiomega.org.

*Beyond 2013 you must be a magazine subscriber, collegian or Life Loyal member to receive printed issues of The Lyre.
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